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business of a greengrocer and a fishmonger is much the same
in all ages we need not pause to consider their calling. More
important were the merchants who handled the overseas trade.
A large number of these lived down at the Piraeus, which was
itself a considerable city; and many of them were not Athenians
born but resident foreigners or Metics. The Greeks, though
they loved their homes, loved seeing the world also. It is true
that they despised the 'barbarians', as they called all foreigners
—the very word 'bar-bar-oi' being a scornful allusion to the
incomprehensible gibberish that other nations talked. Even in
their outlying settlements—at Marseilles, for instance, or on the
coast of North Africa—where they lived cheek by jowl with less
civilized folk, they were slow to intermarry with the native
population or to adopt its lower standards of life; so proud were
they of their national superiority.
Nevertheless they enjoyed the experience of going out among
foreign peoples and the opportunity of telling fine tales when
they came home again. Herodotus, the famous historian,1
travelled far afield, visiting the coast-lands of the Black Sea,
Egypt, and probably Mesopotamia. Far away south of Egypt
a statue has been found on which Greek adventurers had
scratched their names, like some ill-mannered modern tourist.
As for the merchants, they sailed into every corner of the Medi-
terranean, and even penetrated beyond the Pillars of Hercules,
as they called the Gibraltar Straits, to trade with the Spanish
tribes and perhaps with the inhabitants of these islands. It
would be tedious to give a detailed account of their markets; how
they fetched corn from the Black Sea and perfumes and spices
from the Levant, or how they carried pottery to the Crimea and
to South Italy and Sicily. Their enterprise not merely formed
the basis of Athens' prosperity; but long after, when Greece
became a portion of the Roman Empire, it was her mariners
who remained the principal carriers of Mediterranean trade.
1 Historian and history are derived from the Greek word Mstoria. (inquiry).

